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LA | Egyptians, and the Egyptians of the Hebrews, 2 the 
1 means of Abraham whilſt he ſojourned in Egypt.” And 


- apprehended the, 
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aith ; of Unitarianiſm; plume themſelves in affirm- 
i ing, that the Trinity is Platonic and Pagan. But what 

then? W the aſſumption turns againſt themſelves. 
were right, muſt we go wrong? for is 1 it. 


— 


not ſuppolable, that the Pagans inherited the notion. from | 


» 


them? It is remarkable, chat Julian t the 3 — 
Eeulapius as a God incarnate, and as extending a n 


tradition, perhaps 


2 3x? 
. 7 
2 Kart 
. 


influence, nn like that of the Holy Spirit, 


9 out the It was the opinion of Plato and others, that 
* EY fouls wandered in different bodies three thouſand years, and 

7 that the ſoul conſiſts of three component bodies. So ſome 
7 may imagine, that the Heathen fables, of gods reſiding on- 


earth, might have ſome kind of foundation. And apreſump- - 
tion for this way of thinking i is the improbability and almoſt 
impoſſibility of the entrance of ſome prevalent notions into 
the minds of men , without revelation, but which revelation 


„ ſays a | French writer, « was the fiſt tht 
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may have afterwards been corrupted with wild ſophiſtica- : 


tions and error, as the gps of the Trinity into. poly- 


theiſm, deifications, demigods, and the like; till it at length 
| reſembled a garment patched till none of the original re- 


mained. And thus all ſupefſtitions may perhaps be de- 


duced from perverſions of the Bible obtaining more and 


more. 'Truth was before error, and not error before truth. | 


That things now preſent before our eyes are traceable up to 
the Bible, ſeemed evident to Sir Walter Raleigh; and the 


reader will find many curious things in Hody's Reſurrec- 
ion, tending to confirm the conneQions of Scripture, fable, 
and hiſtory. Among other things, Sir Walter makes it 
clear that the Jews believed the tranſmigration of ſouls as 
they did a reſurrection; proofs of wandering correſpon- 


dences that may one day unite in conviction. In regard 


io the rriun eſſence of the ſpiritual Godhead, it ſeems not 


neceſſarily, however, connected with the elke of one 
I bene 12 7 £ by 8 op 1 my . 
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e Theologifts, among a variety of 
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Triunity was inculcated in the Old Teſtament as well as 
in the New, aver that the word Jehovah, like Blohim, gram- 
matically contained a complex meaning, and that the Jews 
MX ſome extraordinary idea of its import; infomuch, that 


whilſt they reprobated Jeſus Chriſt, they, agitated withfrerizy, 


gave out that he ſtole the name of FehovaFont of their ternple, 


with which as a charm he worked miracles. Among many 


Ppaſſages in the Old Teſtament, a Theologiſt cites the * 


teenth chapter of Geneſis, certainly a very remarkable one, in 


proof of the Trinity; which, daſhed: as it ſeems with as 
 travagance, may, perhaps, be conſtrued: into an attribution 
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In ihe frſt verſs it is dad that the Lord appeared unte 
Abraham; in the ſecond, that Abraham liſted up his eyes 


and looked, and lo, three men ſtood by him. Now it can- 
not be denied that this preſence of three perſons might in 
ſome way, according to the unſearchable profundity 800 
myſtery, ſignify the ehre - fold nature of the Deity; and 
their at length ting e ent t ie HED 
a ſymbol of the incarnation. '- As to any modern local 
idea; annexed to a calf, imparting an air of burleſque 
to this account ; it ſhould! be. confidered that ages 
of 1 had little notions of Due 174 drr 
n in ee l ae * in! Une eee i, 
v. 10, 4 the firſt animal, fays he, is the bull; the ſe· 
« cond, the lion and the man united, they being both on 
the ſame ſide, and it not being mentioned, that the 


00 bull and eagle were thus ſituated; and by the way it! 
1s- obſervable, that theſe ſymbolic: animals are very noble 


in nature: © theſe,” fays hey ie this. Spaniel af" Jus 


4 Chriſt's: inveſtiture with human nature. In chapl. x, 


v. 14, „ The Cherub,” ſays he, « is me Unity, and be 
e man, lion, and eagle, ihe Trin ;” only there is 4 
tranſpoſition, the man being mentioned firſt. And all 
« this,” ſays he, © was in a manner, adopted by the Pa- 
gans, and the viſions were intended to recall the forgotten 
« ſited in the Ark of the Temple.” All this, however, 


may, it muſt be confeſſed, be, by thofe who chuſe fo ber 


taken by a different handle, and be termed a device mon 


| Rirous, as well as fanciful and arbitrary. "This Theologitt 


alſo. deduces the oaths of the Heathen Gods, from the 
ene and in 8 
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Hecate, &c. 28 alſo by a Pagan inverſion 1 it might be, that la 


ried to the Cerberus of Hell. For this,“ ſays he, « was' ; 
« originally. derived from true revelation, as were ofacular 


«, reſponſes, from thoſe _ by Jehovah from the ark, and 
by images afterwards.” I might have noticed that we. 
find a triform ſavage idol in Hurd's Hiſtory of all Religions. 
This theologiſt, who was à Frenchman, alſo endeavours 
to account ſymbolically, from its involved formation, for 
the deification of the onion by the Egyptians, a people who, 
how ſeemingly. abſurd however, were famed for wiſdom,' 
ſurely not without ſome ſhadow of reaſon, and, according 


to Cudworth believed in the one true God. Wich encep- 


tion of the inverſe, extravagant, and ſhocking rine of 
_ _ me it W difficult to e neee 
that * Was ſuch a ee ee. the creature of 
ſome grand notable fable. The convulſion of nature at 
che crucifixion was indeed great: but, alas! what was it? 


5 33 earth? Conſidering the divers glimpfes, and 


34 | *vague hints ſcattered in the Scriptures 3 I would. aſk rigid 


dogmatiſts, whether it may not have been the divine inten- 
ĩĩon to exerciſe men's faith by partial and uncertain reve- 
lation, in great matters, whilſt miſchievous ſpirits may 
take delight in puzzling- and perplexing us as we play 


| tricks with children, in ſmaller. We may, however, 'be: 


copyineed! and ſatisfied, that a fincare. and pious mind, 
wo / ; | 5 n 


* 


would have been in compariſon, the deſtruction of 
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of creed is in the main the en moſt conducive to the 
| e nee | 

+ Bur ts . ene Far a ch _ 

thataba Garden of Eden was an orrery, as others have ſup- 


| poſed Noah's ark to have been in the ſhape: of a man. 


Theſe are his terms: * Wherefore, as it was neceſſary that 
«he: [Adam] ſhould ſpeedily be inſtructed; I think Moſes 
has intimated to us that he was, in telling us that God 
« was pleaſed to plant a garden for him: which he was to 
& cultivate and keep. Among the 


« it was but a poor employment for the chief of the creation 


40 curſed, nor man doomed to hard labour, might produce 


<4: ſpontaneouſly. fruits fit for him, eſpecially the trees being 


of God's own: planting : for the words tranſlated. to 27% 


numerous to be here recited, it may be concludet that 
this garden was planted. and dreſſed: to ſhew the ſitua- 


tions, motions; and actions of the heavenly bodies, and 


the powers in this ſyſtem, picture-ways or hĩeroglyphi- 
44 cally, for man's comprel 
certainly the poſitions, motions, and influences of the 
heavenly bodies, and the actions of fire, light, and air, 
or ſpirit in circulation; ſeveral of thoſe: bodies, or of 


* the effects flowing from their motions or ſituations, - 
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/heth R our 8 8 our underſtanding 
: are right or wrong, will be ſufficient for ſalvation, - Single- b 
- meſs of heart is all that God requires of man; as ſimplicity 


wn n - 


« planted groves, were ſacred, and places away bee 


en ing and remembering more | 


$M dennen, 


« preſented by tree of different forms, or owth Saas. 


4 cylation might by itſelf be preſented. by ſome of thoſe 
trees, or, perhaps, by 96 eee which by 
the four rivers were 1 ie 


Now this . and remarkable origin, ones os 
gardening taſte of ſhaping trees artificially might be fup- 
poſed to be deduced, ſeems 'a + very arbitrary RE; 
but, perhaps, not more fanciful than a worthy archbiſhop's 
ingenious reſearch, that Eve's temptation was not by. : 
ſerpent facetiouſly called an adder ; but metonymically, 


by a flying angel, the name of the ſpecies, which was in 


Hebrew, the ſame with that of a ſerpent; and that the devil, 


who is ſaid ſometimes to aſſume Who dgpoirinns erer 
ee inveſted himſelf ne ee. ws bY 


But, 8 the matter ee the er 


Adam and Eve, in their genuine ſtate and nature before 
- vir fall , is, in my opinion a juſt one; as whenever I be- 
hold a prattling infant, I ſilently addreſs it thus: hat a 


pity is it, that thou who now ſmileſt: and playeſt ſo innocently and 


muſt become proud and ungrateful, and efface from thy mind 
good. nature and rectitude, and the ſenſe of right and wrong ; 


and that after thou haſt taken on thyſelf the vow of thy ſpon» 3 
ort, io renounce the world, thou muſi devote thyſelf entirely to 


it! That particularly thou muſt turn off all thy acquaintances of 


inferior condition, and court ſuch as will ſhun, deſpiſe, and 
laugh at hee That ſhould'ft thou inadvertently recognize an 

humble ſehool-fellow or the like, thou mufl run away from him ; 
as if he had the plague, oſpecially ſhould any great perſon be in 
felt! That, flifling every feeling and affeftion of nature, thou 


af became the rowers of folly, and live on the Phantom of pride ! 
That 
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millt thou haft fucked, and thoſe who were nouriſhed in the ſame 
- | wonib, ſhould the capricious wheel of fortune ſet thee high? 
That thou met firut and look big, and learn to turn up thy 
' "noſe ; ant whilſt thou'art zvrapped in ignorance, and tremblſt | 
ata breath of wind, be uneaſy at even the thought of thy Malers 
| being greater than thyſelf, and hate thife who harbour fuch 

an idea; till in due time tal nit he grave, and 
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ths falls eds my Feber 1 8 of TORT Fee” 
| Trinitatian ſurmiſes from antiquity, to cite ſome paſſages | 


from Sir Walter Raleigh's Hiſtory concerning Hermes 
Triſmegiſtus, generally thought to have been a heathen, 
and father of Egyptian learning, and to have preceded Mo- 
ſes; though ſome have apprehended, that poſſibly Moſes 
| nts were the ſame ; as ſome, for inſtance Cudworth, 
yjefture that Moſes and Moſchus of Phenicia were the 
lame perſon, and the ſame with Jeſus Chriſt ;, which laſt 
uppoſitio ee ener gg ro: e Al 


1 > 


© Triſtnegithis was e the fur aut — wings, 
lays Raleigh; who adds, What this man was, is known 
« 10 God. Envie and aged time hath partly worne out the 
«© certaine knowledge of him: of hom, : whoſvevet he 
« were, Lactantius writeth in this ſort : Hie feripft Iibras, 
*© of quidem multos, ad cognitionem divinarum rerum perti- 
« nentps,"in quibus Majeflatem ſummi er fngularis dei af- . 
One nominibus appellat quibus nos, Deum et Pa- IRR 
% tem. - Hee hath written many books belonging „ 
erpraſing the know dee of divine things, in which ber f 
4 ' of rmeth the Majeſtie of the Meft Hi 25 and Ons G 2 3 | 
| I a 4 gp 40 . MY 
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« calling him by the PIR names of Gol and. Father: as" wee 
« gs,” It may be obſerved, that Deus, alſo, like Yb, 
and Elbinn, i is a ſingular-plural noun, and _ be rendered 


| Godhead. Ladctantius, proceeds Raleigh, (c feareth not 


«© to number him among the Sybils and Prophets. And 


.* ſo. contrary are theſe his acknowledgements to thoſe | 


4 idolatrous fictions of the Ægyptians and Græcians; as 
for myſelf, I am perſuaded that whatſoever is found in 
« him contraty thereunto (to thoſe acknowledgments) was 
« by corruption inſerted c. For thus much himſelf con- 
« feſſet: Deus omnium Dominus, et Pater, fons' et vita, 
« potentia et lux, et mens et ſpiritus ; et omnia in ipſo, et fub 
« ipſo ſunt. Verbum enim ex ejus efſe ann perfectiſimum 
« exiftens, et generator et opifex, c. God, the Lett? | 
« and Father of all things, the fountaine, and life, and 

« power, and light, and minde, and ſpirit :' and all things 
« are in him and under bim. Fur his word out of 
cc © himſelf proceeding, moſt perfect, and generative, and opera- 
« tive, falling upon fruifull nature, made it alſo fruitfull 
« and producing. And he was therefore (ſaith Suidas) 
« called Ter Maximus, 1. e. Triſmegiſtus, Quia de Trinitate 


4 Joguutus eft: in Trinitate unum eſſe Deum afſerens ;? ** Be- 


ec cauſe hee ſpake of the Trinttie, affirming that there is one God 
cc in Trinih. ”..« Mic ruinam (ſaith Ficinus) prævidit pri ſ- 8 
« ce religionis, hic ortum nove fiddei, hic adventum Chriſt, 


1 hic futurum judicium, wren ſæculi, beatorum glo- 


«& riam, ſupplicia peccatorum. —& He foreſaw the ruine of 
«« the olde religion and the birth of the new faith, and of the 
«© coming Ld ie the ane en the ee 9 the 


1 * But 8 8 the rau. I mende. 25 15 
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« ory of the Bleſſed, ml the vel ent or aſfliction of thewidhd 


\& eee, eee expreſſion, 


Fe idea of the Holy holt. 4 To: this,” continues 
| - Raleigh, ©. I will onely add his two laſt Speeches, reported 
* by Calcidius, the Platoniſt, and by Volteran out of Sui- 


O ſaune, being driven from my country, I have lived a 
ranger and baniſhed man ; but now I am reparing home- 
e ward againe in ſafety. And hen I. ſhall, after a few days, 
40 or in a ſhort time, being looſed from theſe bonds of fleſh and 
. « Bloud, depart frum you, ſee. that you do not bewail- me as 
« man dead, for I do but return to that beſt and Bleſſed 
4 citie, ta which all her citizens, by the condition of” death, 
6 ſhall repaire. Therein is the onely God, the moſt bigh and 
« chiefe Prince, who filleth or feedeth his citizens with a, 
. ſapeetneſſe more than marvellous in regard 'wheresf, this 
1 being, which ethers call a life, is rather to be accounted 


« a'death than a life.” Here the expreſſion, regredior, re- 
turn, may be noted as inferring the metempſychoſis, unleſs 


it were underſtood in a higher ſenſe. The other, and 
es that which ſeemeth to bee his laſt prayer,” continues 
Sir Walter, „ is thus converted by others, agreeing in 


« ſenſe, but not words, with Suidas : O coelum, magni Dei 
e. ſapiens opus, teque, O vox patris quam ille primant emifit, - 


i quando univerſum conſtituit mundum, adjuro per unigeni- 
* tum ejus verbum, et ſpiritum cuncta comprehendentem, miſe. 
6 remini mei. — 1 [ adjure thee, O heaven; thou: wiſe work 
** of the great God, and thee, O voice of the: Father, which | 
66 he firft- uttered, when he framed ' the ' whole world, by 
His only begotten ward, and ſpirit, comprehending all things, 
« FO mercy. upon: me.” == « But, 725 e Sir Walter, 


f 


; * 5 1 n vn 


ns 


« dee erben Nd —— rn 

e obteftor te per uni genitum Sermonem om eonrinentem, 
* propitius, propitrus efts.” + I beſeech thee, O beuten, 
* xoiſe work of the great God, 7 beſeerß thee, O voice of the 
1 Father, . which hee ſpake firſt when he eftabliſhed all the 
-« woorld, J beſeech thee by the nly begotten Word," containing * 
all things, be favourable, be favourable.” Of theſe two 
at citations, it ſeems not clear whether they inculcate the 
real or allegorical perſonification of the Lagor, which, by 
the way, does not ſeem well rendered by Sermo, and might 
be, agreeably to the laſt citation, conſtrued into God's crea- 


tive fiat, a ſenſe ſomewhat new. The cited A 0 


2 > 


ap to mo are wager! and ſublime. 


| Te may be fad of Sir Water + oa 
was more profound than his ſenſe, he being not 'a little 
ſubject to ſuperſtition, and even devoted to magic and aftro- 
logy, fo as almoſt to ſpeak ſeriouſly of the prop of the 
earth, though it does not appear that he conceived it to be 
Atlas, an ox, or an elephant: and ſo ignorant does he ſeem 
to have been of Aſtronomy, as not to have known that 
after the ſun's, properly the eatth's, ftanding ill in 
_ Gilgal, the fame impetus was neceſſary to ſet it 
motion again as at its firſt creation; en ee a 
reaſon why the garden of Eden could not be in the moon, 
_ "that the moon is too near the ſun to be habitable. But 
Whatever was his {kill in natural philoſophy or metaphyſics, 
he was a moſt learned and valuable hiſtorian, excellently ac- 
quainted, as appears from his other works, with the human 
* _ heart, and its ſprings of action. But the reader muſt re- 
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rthodoxy, har beld him to the literal text of 
Scripture as if the pens of the writers were always aQually 
guided mechanically by the Holy Ghoſt, and caufed him 
to deem it entirely free from corruption and ſophiſtication, 
- though he did not deem the tranſlaters infallible. By ſuch 
cloſe adherence to the letter, and attribution of every ac- . 
- event, ſucceſsful or unſucceſsful, happy or unfortunate, to | 
eſpecial particular Providence; he rendered his work a 
kind of medley of hiſtory and cant, and diveſts mankind of 
 free-agency, and the Jewiſh leaders of all fault, though de- 
vaſtations and tortures, treacheries and aſſaſſinations are 
celebrated in their hiſtories; by which impartiality of 
the Jewiſh hiſtory, it is, however, aſcertained, and one part 
of the Scripture confirmed by another. On the contrary, 
the ſtyle of Lord Bolingbroke, who deſpiſes and abhors 
the Jews and every thing belonging to them, and it muſt be 
confeſſed that bad at all times has been the beſt portion of - - 
human kind; is a-preſumptuous reverſe of Sir Walter's. — 
It is an unhappy thing that men of genius ſhould be prone 
to extremes, and that ſo great a man as Sir Walter Raleigh, 
forbore all incurſions of ſpeculation, and glided over difficulties 
| leſt he ſhould have failed in attempting to penetrate them; 
and that ſacred truths, or any truths ſhould ſuffer for want of 
liberal diſcuſſion : for certainly where truth lies at the bot- 
tom, there is no danger in digging. - But thus does he ſhun 
—> reſearch. into the true nature of the trees of paradiſe; 
ol the temptation of Eve; enquiry into the means where- 
by fix hundred thouſand Iſraelites came out armed from 
Egyptian bondage, &c. &c. And what ſeems more extra- 
ordinary, how Abraham overthrew the Canaanites, and 
reſcued Lot trom the Aſſyrians, without, as it ſeems, any 


{ 


/ 


x 't. 


Xii | 1 1 15 PREPACK. | | a * | 
| armed force ywhatever, it appearing, that he went 1 
naan as a pilgrim; Sir Walter rejecting the ſtory of Joſe- 
phus concerning King Abraham and Queen Sarah. In- 
deed I cannot make head or tail of this account of Sir 
Walter, exhibited. in the ſecond book of the firſt part of 
his hiſtory, chap. i. nor does it well appear from him how 
the Iſraelites became ſlaves in Egypt. But beſides ſome 
- pious fables by him adopted; there is alſo; I think; a pro- 
digious difficulty in regard to Noah's flood: that in the ſpace 
of ſixteen or ſeventeen centuries that paſſed before that event, 
in the courſe of which he is of opinion that moſt of the world 
was inhabited, there ſhould not have been a ſhip or a canoe 
throughout it ſufficient to preſerve any one perſon except 
thoſe in the ark; though in his diſcourſe on ſhipping, he 


gives it as his opinion, that there were ſhips before the 


flood, tranſporting veſſels at leaſt, whereby the world was 
_ amply, he thinks, peopled. As to the fountains of the 
deep being broken up, whatever is to be underſtood by it, 
though it ſeems very probable that it was by the effect of 
a comet, Sir Walter himſelf uſing the expreſſion of < the 


waters being drawn out,” though he knew nothing of the 


| Newtonian philoſophy there is no reaſon to think but 
that ſhips, had there been then any exiſting, would have 
abided the flood. That there were ſhips then in being, 
.can indeed hardly be doubted ; if, as is affirmed | 
in leſs than four centuries after the flood had both armies 
and gallies in great numbers. Moreover, Sir Walter ſup- 
_ poſes that there was a calm during it; though it is reaſon- 
able to believe, on his own hypotheſis, that it was ac- 

. companied with dreadful conflicts of the elements, that the 
ark was providentially preſerved, and that it was built acord- 
ing to ik model then exiſting,and hardly by eight perſons, 
ai four 
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four women : how animals of all kinds were 

| obtained for it, is another queſtion. | Again, is it likely: 
that Noah ſhould preſerve i in it all kinds of vermine, when 
there was ſo fair an opportunity of permitting them to be 
. deſtroyed ? unleſs, indeed, he ſuppoſed all of them to be of 
ſome uſe or other, or rather that he ſtrictly obeyed the di- 
vine injunctions. About ſuch- like queſtions, Sir Walter 
ſeems to have thought it e to LORE, Wo vain 
indeed lune of chem W ye 24 


2 outs non ext e the a and eee | 
of the ties of conſanguinity, particularly remarkable i in the | 
averſion of the very deſcendants of Abraham, to whom the 
| Promiſe was made, to the ſettlement of their brother Iſrael - 
ites in Canaan, and their diſpoſition to thwart the divine 
Intentions in their own favour. - But they were bewitched 
with idolatry and of thoſe who are aſtoniſhed that ratio- 
nal creatures ſhould chuſe to worſhip even repreſentatively 
ſenſeleſs inanimate objects, the wonder may be abated, by 
ſuppoſing that the charms of idolatry confiſted in luſtfiil 
| myſteries blended therewith, which probably have been the 
cement of all impious and abſurd rites, eſpecially among 
the knowing ones; and, indeed, whilſt the prieſts are 
knaves, the laity may be ſuppoſed fools. As to the treache- 
ries and cruelties towards the Canaanites, &c- it ſeems ; 
itigation of the exerciſe. of them, that they wor- 
ſhipped e devil. But not to tarry too long on the 
tall aol. Ne a ee or two | from 


That tam. an: 8 han,” 6" e wits; SG 
Raleigh, abounds with excellent philoſophy and ee 
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SGeudbead and true Theology, amidſt the chaos of fym 
' mythology of their philoſophers, and fables. of their poets. 
This author, who was a zealous, but not rigid Triainrian, 

cites innumerable paſſages from the ancient, pagans, and 

_ ſome from the Hebrews, to demonſtrate. that they, in fact, 
believed in one true God, and indeed, that all religions have 

an agreeing diſcord: and aſſerts, that Plato derived his no- 


I „ PREFACE, | 


* 


|  Gom whole JuvelleBual Syſtem of the Univerſe, it will appear 


that the antient Phenician and Grecian philoſophers, the latter 


of whom were of a very ingenious. and metaphyſical turn, 
deſcried the idea of a Divine Trinity, 26, well ANNE 08 Ol 


tion of a Trinity from Parmenides, or perhaps Pythagoras, 
and that it was probably deduced from high tradition; that 
it is faintly ſignified in the Old Teſtament, gradually more 
and more clearly. That the reader may form a judg- 
ment how ſatisfactorily he explains the. myſtery ; I will 
tranſcribe a paragraph, (p. 559+) following one in which 
he endeavours to ſhew, what the "Chriſtian Trinity is not, 


and another in which he endeavours to ſhew. what it is; 


this which I quote, being deſigned to reconcile it to appre- 


| henſion : Again in the laſt place we add, that theſe Three 


« Hypoſtaſes or Perſons, are truly and really One God. 
Not only becauſe they have all eſſentially one and the 


| « ſame will according to Origen's words Worſbifs 
"a the Father of Truth, and the San the truth. ſelf, being. 
4 fs things as ta Hypoſtaſis ; but one in agreement, conſent, 
and ſameneſs of will: and alſo becauſe they are phyſi cally, 


« (if we may ſo ſpeak One alſo ; and have a mutual Inex- 
« iftence and Permeation of one another: Z according to. that. of 
« our Saviour Chrift, I am in the Father, and the Father i in 
cc £00; and. the Father, that dwelleth in me, he deeth the 
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1 a Hy thee le el e a, « We han 
L conclude here with confidence, that the Chriſtian "Pris. 
e nity, though there be very much of myſtery in it, yet is 


.. «. who cry down all for non-ſenſe and abſolute impoſlibi- 


« lity, which their dull ſtupidity cannot reach to, or their 
« infatuated minds eaſily comprehend, and therefore, even 
v the Deity itſelf. And it were to be wiſhed, that ſome _ 
(e Religioniſts and Trinitarians did not here ſymbolize too 


much with them, in affecting to repreſent the myſtery of 
_ « the Chriſtian Trinity, as a thing direQly contradictious 


« to all human reaſon and underſtanding; and that, per- 


10 haps out of deſign to make men ſurrender up themſelves 


« and conſciences, in a blind and implicit faith, wholly to 


their guidance; as alſo to debauch their underſtand- 


„ ings by this means, to the ſwallowing down other 
8 opinions of theirs, plainly repugnant to human faculties, SE ; 


« As who ſhould ſay, he that believes the Trinity. (as we, 


| « as all muſt do, if we will be Chriſtians) ſhould. boggle at 


1 nothing in religion ever after, or ſcrupulouſly chew or 


„ examine any thing: as if there could be nothing more 
« contradictious or impoſſible to human underſtanding 
4 propounded, than this Article of the Chriſtian Faith... 


This is an excellent obſervation ; and perhaps it would be 


Vo ell were the ſimple unity alone of the Deity inculcated, 


religion itſelf being of vaſtly greater importance than rela- 


tive doQtrines, which give a handle to polemic infidels to 
puzzle and perplex it with abſurdities and ga and 
to fools and wits to 5 _ "Ow it, and plume | 

; 1 f them- 


c ; noth: at all of plain contradiction to the un- 
«, doubted. principles of human reaſon, that is of impoſe. 
OE ſibility, to be found therein, as the atheiſts would pretend, 
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the world, as that t 


3 _ becauſe there is an appearance t 
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and ſelfiſh intereſt 


— 


o his ſole private advan 


„ 


2 e inereſivt th . er . = 


Tphere, extends it to 


With, or, in a wider 


D others, and to mankind in general. Again, | 


there is a worthy, and an unworthy. ſelf- | 
love: worthy, for inſtance, when, as our 


author obſerves, we prize the eſteem of the' ; 


world, or rather of good men, for- oem 

ſake ; or, on the other hand, when we care 
little about a worthy eſteem, when un- 

attended with private advantage. As to 
' Hobbes, he but quibbles on ſelfiſhneſs, as 

ſome have on Jameneſs.. At the end of this 
note, to * This is virtue and religion,” may 

be added, that for which, it Wd our own me 
rit, we are 26 arty 


| Page 19. There i is no ſuch thing,” Ko. 
Jy That i is, unleſs injuſtice and cruelty are 

ſometimes. done merely through wanton- 
» nels and caprice. As to the note on emu- 
lation and envy, I grant that their views 
are the ſame, but their practices different 
and inverſe : emulation being generally: 
commendable, but envy always odious and 
criminal, nay, damnable when malevolent | 
o e as tending to impede any im- 
prove- 
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not the Tam, pak, a law. to 
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N COMPASSION. 


7 J)) 0 $M 5 : 33 8 


| Rejoice with them, that. do rejoice, | 


8 this wretched world. 


ar; air eee do not neceſſarily imply IX 
human deficiency; man is not imperfect 
becauſe of them: the amount is only this, | 
that altogether the conſtitution of our 7 na- | 
NF ture is ſuch as to wand n SS. 
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hae 92. « 1 &. This EPR 


be juſter, at leaſt clearer; if the miſeries of 


the world, of this world, and the abatement 
of the happineſs of another, from a ſub- 


ſequent acquaintance with them, did not 


preponderate over the goods of this world. 
I may add, that, were it not for the ſake of a 
very few left below, a departed ſoul would 


be glad to be as diſtant from this world as | 
5 pollible ; and undeſirable muſt be the pro- 


vince of the ſpirits all 8 52 to ſuperintend 


1 


8 


Thi 5. This W oa of the: 2 ſenſe of 
injuſtice, cruelty, oppreſſion,” muſt be un- 
derſtood limitedly; otherwiſe our author 3 
ee principle ſeems to Ripple 


He concludes this ſermon, with has. 
Such 9  yords 85 
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SERMON, VI ;-; nyt 


PREACHED ON THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT, | 
I o THE SAME TEXT. "i | 


o 


AGE tog. “Thus almoſt,” &c. This at 
leaſt has this good, that it is a warning 


i ; 


7 


to tyrants, on whom the oppreſſed may pe- 
haps find means of retaliating, and much 1 


Ns 
reſembles a thought of Lord 5 


Page 109. It is eaſy,” &c. That man- N 
bind are endued with a right principle | 
ing the Judgment, ſeems ſt ane d. 
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Page 111. Some vices, thoſe proceeding oY 
from the affections, may deſerve pity ass 
much or more than indignation ; but in- . 
human ones, e To called, because - 
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they are 1 the reverſe of — 
lenee and compaſſion, n in the nature 
+ Og Sein . a N 
The Ch ben 1 55 . of. a 
bam s aſs) is an excellent diſcourſe. Let 
us not deceive. _— and have no truth in 


US. 


wo SERMON. vl. 
- UPON. RESENTMENT... 


1. tae beard that it has been ſaid, thou 6 
love thy neighbour, and. bate 95 enemy, Sec 


8 146. This diſtinction of a x i 
more natural than reaſonable. If ac- 
_ cidental | injury 1s not really culpable, an in- 
' tended one is not reall ly aggravated by the 
event. Chance has nothing to do with in- 
| tention. on either ſide. Iujury is, in the con- 
cluſion of this paragraph, uſed ſomewhat 
equiyocally : that i is, there is an indiſtin&- 
neſs between the inten tion and effect of * 
offices. 2. 


; internal if qualy, njbng than anger and 
rage in another ſhape; or, at moſt, a me- 


"SERMON: Ix. 


oN FORGIV ENESS OF INJURIES. 
55 SAME TEXT. 5 


1 7 AGE 167. 6 Therefore,” FW Iti is 3 

the exceſs of reſentment that is cul- 
| pable; ; 1. e. when it is violent, or prompts 
to revenge rather than to avengement, as 

1 faid before. When proſecuting injuries 
can anſwer no good purpoſe, then we 
| ſhould endeavour to forgive and forget 
' them; and the text is applicable. How-- 
ever, aggreſſion is always decidedly cul- 
pable in a much greater degree than re- 
priſal, which unfortunately is often ne- 
ceſſary, that a man be not utterly abuſed 
and trampled on; the villany of ſome being 
to be repreſſed by nothing but oppoſition 
| an retaliation ; and this is the purpoſe for 
x A which 


. 


IM ow 
ao 


ER 20 


n Abe n of reſetitmetit' Was . | 


_ _ planted in man, according to our author. 


As he well obſerves, it was not men to 


15 excite injuries by exaſperation, k but to 
 viate them by, __ and puniſhing chm. 


” Goſpel, which 1 is fully Nee neither i in 
private concerns, nor, certainly, i in public. 


Were governors to think of reſting on the 


| Wo 8 5 of its precepts, the world would un- 


doubtedly become a ſcene of tyranny and 
rapine. It is certain that Proteſtantiſm, nay - 
Chriſtianity itſelf, would have been nearly 
extirpated, had not ſword been ſometimes 
oppoſed to ſword, as well as doctrine to 


doctrine. The Goſpel is a ſtandard of good- 
neſs; under which this wild chaos can be 


arranged no otherwiſe than as the nature 
of things admits. There are bounds to 
every thing; nor is it to be ſuppoſed that 
the precepts of God always intend that 
Chriſtianity ſhould ſtoop below the ſpirit of 
men ; if they did, it. would be criminal in 


| Chriſtians to o poſe * encronchmente of, 
' OE: 55 | 
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ren 268 * But + ongh,” &c. The 


ſhew e ae is no en lence among 
mankind, though the villany 110 an Ne 

vidual may deſtroy it towards him; which 

is indeed according to the nature of things, 
as the natural principle of benevolence will 

not avail towards monſters of any kind. 

Public executions are gro 1ded'on the ſame 
% principles; and if they combat. any thing, 
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our author ſays, it is to be placed to the ac- _ 


count of no rule without an exception. Carried 
too far, this precept might plead for good 
Will even to the deyil: deteſtation of an of- 
fence cannot be always reconciled with good 
| wiſhes for the offender, without an impracti- 8 
cable caſuiſtry; indeed Butler owns that it 
is commanded rather than practicable; yet 
it is complied with ſo far that the world is 
not totally laid waſte by the reciprocation of 
injuries real or imagined, and all kindled 
into a flame by. 1 colliſion of exaſ e a 
pecc e | | 


The g of this el is ingenious 5 
as 1 well as . and impreſſes the moral of it, 
e . ——— . 
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5 to-forgive, where the proſecution of 
and injuries is not likely to be att 
* eee 0 I 


e UPON. SELF-PECKIT, . 8 


And Nathan ſaid unto David, thou art the man. 
| 7 3 
JAGE 184. It ſcarce,” VE l For this 
"reaſon, among others, it chiefly is, that 
| ſome ſublimated perſons poſtpone the com- 
pany of mankind to o that of a a flock of ſheep, 
or r of the „ | 9 4 ab 
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723 Fs | Sweet bird, thar 3 the noiſe of folly, 
. Mloſt muſical, moſt melancholy. 


af 


In this diſcourſe, our author has, I think, 
in the iſſue, ſomewhat diverted- the thread 
from the prodigious blindneſsand conceit of : 
mankind, as to their own failings and merit, 
to the conſideration of deceitfulneſs and h y- 


Pocriſy; at leaſt he has e the title 
e Y-acceit. 
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'F Rex; 207. As1 have W on e 
I men I. ſome do but quibble on ſelf-love. 
A ſelfiſh perſon, in the proper ſenſe of the 


word, is as one looking at a proſpect = 


through a microſcope. | And in page 212, 
our author has himſelf not happil Y ex- 
plained felf- love; as embracing the love of i 
others, and expanding into univerſal be- 
nevolence, as explained i in the Eſſay on Man, + 
and quite different from narrow contracted- 
neſs of mind, generally underſtood thereby, 
which Dryden well expreſſes by boot d ra- 
| pacious hand. The ſimile of the air and light 
of the ſun, page 218, is 39 ape. + one > of 


a true expanſive mind. 
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hs e Wire tr lt We 
roneouſly indeed, that ſharing happineſs 
with others is the ſame with ſharing pro- 
Wn others, Rill, as our author 

- _ obſerves, | 
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Page 242 5 1 To that, 8 ſtrange Jor 


eyer, &. Our author ſometimes, through _ 
high refinement, gives a handle to ſay that 
he explains his meaning away; not bi > 
that our reaſonable-Fegard. for our neigh- | 


bour or the public ma, be ſometimes cal- 
_ culated from that which we ſhew for our 
own. For inſtance, a niggard of his own 
property, who ſhould be careleſs and laviſh 
of his friend's or the public's, would be 
more > culpable than a perſon equally pro- 1 
fuſe of his own. See pages 249, 250, on 


the HAPPY {ER of this fene Ko. 1 


Page 249. . And, though Gul. is the 


| world, e But it may be aſked, whence 
is thut ? How comes it to pals that mankind 
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5 eee of mens leſſening their pro- / 

perty, by permitting another to partake of 
it, directly contrary to perhaps the fineſt 
obſeryation 1 in the world, that Jriengſhip 1 
| Wer) Joys and divides e. 
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* beſides itſelf? that our nature . 7 
unnatural? However, this difficulty may 
be reſolved. by diſtinguiſhing between. ge- 
nuine and adventitious nature; between 
nature in youth, our firſt nature as it ma 
may be termed, and in advanced age, which | 
may be termed ſecond nati re, and 1s nature 

no leſs than the firſt. 2, 
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beart, and with all thy A and with all thy 
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EGINN ING—There i is a true ntl. 
aſm as well as falſe: phyſic itſelf 1 is not 
to be exploded becauſe there are empirics. 
What he ſays of the employment and . 
| happineſs of good men in a ſtate of per- 
n uk #9. air 5 n 5 
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Itch appetite as well as | coititbalivi$ with: 6. . 
35 Thas. if a man enjoys the woman he has 
nan affection for, whom he loves, he gratifies © 
His affection, his ſoul as well as appetite ; : 
but only the latter if he does not love her. 
Moral happineſs conſiſts not in negation; 

any more than does corporeal. But our 
author's ſuggeſtion, that all our expec- 
tations of happineſs, that both our hopes 
and reflections afford ſatisfaction in the 
3 manner objects do which are preſent 
to the mind, ſeems ſtrained. He ſays, © The 
Pleaſures of hope and of reflection are 
not exceptions: the former being only this 
- happineſs anticipated; the latter the fame _ 
happineſs enjoyed over again after its 
time.” But, beſides that the recurring 
idea of delight can hardly be deemed the 
delight itſelf, hopes of things that never - 
come to paſs at all are e en⸗ 
d | 
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In regard to ths conctafiot of this thir= 
teenth diſcourſe, which may be termed 
practical: were we really impreſſed with / 
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the convictior x thas the en God is preſene | 
| Nb ws, the low and wretched cares of this 
world would certainly ſink prodigiouſly 
in our eſtimation, as is really the cafe with - 
ſome. But he expreſſes himſelf perplex- 
edly towards the end, partly where he 
ſpeaks of the · miſtake in language: and 
indeed I doubt he miſtakes himfelf, dif- 
agreeing with His preface, whether that 
perſpieuity of ſtyle was not his portion, or 
whether it was fomething inconſiftent wills 
the nature of his ſubject, and pro = 
neceſſarily loſes fight of the light. His 
diction and train of thinking are both 
peculiar ; ſtill his manner is rendered 
engaging by its ſound and rational ar- 
gumentation, entirely exempt from thread- 
bare cant and jargon, obnoxious to every 
ſenſible man, and injurious to religion; 
of which Cromwell himſelf would in theſs 
days be able to make little. A new ver- 
ſion of the ſcriptures ſeems on no act 
more neceſſary than to rid them of anti- 
quated terms, ee TY: inter- 
ne node ze, ar 
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et Cares not 


en Sc. 4 That cares and licitude for 
the future are not properly our own, but 


chat we ſhould rely on G. 
reflection; indeed i it is our - 
bt for to-morrow, Ko. 
and has 1 no equal, except another of the 
divine perſon: Lay not up tregfures | 
on 8 Be, -Let the dead bury their dead, 18 


but the ſame idea expreſſed in bold lan- 
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Page 288. —. Then . we Gill to ſeek 
bor ſomewhat to be an adequate ſupply to 
it, &. A Vriter is not ſeldom like a 
Liter ſteering. between Scylla and Cha- 
Wbdis. In our laſt diſcourſe, our author 
was to ſhew that human affections have 
_ their objects on which they reſt; which 
doctrine however was qualified. In this he 
is to demonſtrate, that there is a capacity 
in the nature of man which nothing in 
this world can fil up or ſatisfy.” To 
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abſurd to talk of the greater merit 
of aſſent, upon little or no evidence, than 
upon demonſtration,” ſeems, as it is word- 
ed, to claſh with the tenor of the 
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count is to be given Why we 
in theſe circumſtances of igr 
hy Nature has not furniſhed us With 
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Wings, miglit have been better expreſſed 


negatively thus, It is as eaſy to account why 
ve were placed in 5 b ee as . 
Nature did not 
has been conſidered as che Ja anus s of beings ; ; 


related to God on one) „and to the 


worm vn the other: or God, bring deemed | 
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probable, to another genius, 
Burnet, who ell on the 1dea, and 


ſhould 124 to . en of vir 


3 17 7D 3 if it were only becauſe it 18 the 5 


58 ſide. © We deem ourſelves unqualified | 
to act in important earthly concerns, unleſs 
we are thoroughly acquainted with the ſub- 
Fa. how then, ſays he, can we pronounce 
on God's government of the world? and 
elpecially how dare we run riſks, dreadful 
riſks on the ſtrength of our acquaintance 
therewith? Our ignoranee, ſays he, is 
the proper anſwer to many things which, * 
are called objections againſt - ro” 8 
particularly to thoſe which: ariſe the 
appearances of evil and irregularity'i in te 5 
e ee of nature, and the govern- 
ment of the world; whence it 3 25 
1 chat however perfect things are, they: 
muſt neceſſarily appear to us leſs perfect. 
khan they are,” becauſe we ſee only de- 
tached parts. But theſe words, page 31g, 
ſeem remarkable: Whoever will in the 
leaſt attend to the thing, will ſee that tis 
the gaining, not the having of it, which 
is the entertainment of the mind; and 
they alſo ſeem to combat the poſition, that 
_ affections have their gratifications and reſt- 


g Fo 
* 5 + po 
4 
251 by : - x 8 i ; 
* ” 4 * 4 - 7 Fe I . ö 
N 7 8 : 7 ; 4 ; * * 
« * 
* 2 4 . ; 
4 ; ; 
4 5 


. 


85 ing n 


; of knowledge, thoſe who 
| — would be the moſt unhappy, 
> radoxical air ; how true ee is the latter 


ion by itſelf, eſpecially in reſpect of 


9 = forts of knowledge, as conceit generally ö 
5 ſupplies the void of underſtanding. Alſo, : 
But bringing things to light is alone and 


| of itfelf of no manner of uſe, any other- 


wiſe than as an entertainment and di- 
verſion,” ſeems aukward. Are the diſ- 
Coveries of a Bacon and a Boyle of no uſe 
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Anu ler 10 * FO ” 1 1 85 
pic confſted abe bla in the poſſeſſion 
"ow the moſt 


in their conſequences but merely as amuſe- 5 f 


ments? Are not rather, on our authors 

on theory, all diſcoveries in general uſe- 

ful, as ſteps to an acquaintance with God, 
1 whither all knowledge tends and leads, as 
it is thence derived? That one thing only, 


namely religion, is of ultimate concernment, 


is a truth irrefragable; and yet fools make 1 


it but an inferior conſideration, or none at 


all; no wonder indeed, when they 88 in by | 
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dene tem, Prov. 


heve many of them to be more truly objects, 


than others that receive it. Moſt vagabonds, 


as they are called, are either ſoldiers and ſea- 


men, kicked into the ſtreets by thoſe whoſe 


property and luxury they have protected 


at the hazard of their lives, or with the 
9 loſs of their limbs; or paupers, driven to 
begging by brutal pariſh officers, from 
abodes of hunger and lice. Very few make 
choice of begging who have a tolerable 
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JAGE 44. 0 And others make. a alen 5 
1 « of giving to idle vagabonds.” In re- 
L gard to beſtowing charity on beggars, L be- 


maintenance. However, let the rich, Who 


; waſte at a meal more than they give to them, 21 
or perhaps to others, in their whole lives, 
and ata have faults themſelves, err ra- 
„%%% Rn. 
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p JAGE 61. « God,” Kc, This is a oogent 
1 proof of the exiſtence of our author's 
| grand theſis of a principle i in m 
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Page 63. 1 know not whole the = 
| paragraph of this page, « Theſe falſe nt 
feſſions,” &c. is juſt. Might it not, on 


the other 5 be ſaid, that originally men 
were really good, anſwering truly to what 
theſe forms of ſpeech import, and that they 
thus became habitual; for that it is won- 


derful that hypoeriſy ſhould have been ſo 


complete a ſcience in the early ages of the 
-4 world? If fo, the ſimplicity of truth in 


former times bears reſemblanee to e 
account of the north; that it is God knows 


where. How back ward ſoever we go, fill | 


the wickednefs of the age in being i is com- 


plained of; and the loſs of ancient ſimplicity 


regretted: juſt as old people ſpeak of the 
bleſſed times when bn were young. 
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the fate of empires, the revolt 
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other the human N anc 


tune, nn the age erer. 0 variation in 5 


On poetry not « didactie, this is a jan ab : 


ſervation But compariſon, to which our au- 


thor afterwards. objects in oratory, is of 
wide extent; and though figures and tiſ- 
ſues of n metaphor may lead aſtray from cloſe 


ſentiment and fimplicity, yet 1-know: net 


how. elevated language can always ſubſiſt . 


nn interſperſions of ſingle * 


= 2 wh 


n Wil, in chis 


: a» depend upon the aCtin 9 of a ſermon, 


(as Dr. Warburton calls it. . The pa- 


rentheſis is here unneceſſary, as parentheſes 
"rw are at the ends of ſentences. Fo 
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coming out of church, whether it were not 
a very moving diſcourſe, — Ves, ſaid he; 


l was extremely ny. for the man is oP 
friend. Swift, an 
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Our e bas. certair y | foiled: Joth 
« and Johnſon. And theſe: thoughts. 

e very valuable, and the moſt inſtructive 
os any eee on the ſubject. They in- 
clude both the uſe of Swift's Letter to a 


young Clergyman, and to Lord Oxford; and 


have reſemblance to the Elements f Cri- 
ticiſm, with indeed the advantage of being 
conciſe and perſpicuous: for valuable 
are the Elements, they are rather too par- 
ticular and prolix, if not enn, con» 
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vob: was 3 i in he Fleſb, juſtified in in 

.. the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preached unto 

a Canter, believed on in the World, received 
up into Glory.” God was manifeſt in the fleſh, 
1 may, whatever were the nnen of 
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1 4 « Shall We 1 1 that, if. a ſyſte 
of faith be held forth to our cry get 
which many have at firſt rejected, but, on 

a deep inveſtigation, have received and b 
| knowlodged we are without fin, it, through 
indolence, conceit, or prejudice, we refuſe | 
to beſtow upon. it, that candid” attentit 
Fonts Ware” Which its or | 


wa bitrarily termed the orthodox faith. Our 
=— - author aſks very pertinently, a page or two 
LE ter, which, the ſcripture or fabulous 
. .acvounts, are the original? On which one 
WW cannot help always remarking, that the 
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derived from ſoripture- ai 
5 drinn * probable, from various hints | 
: derof Threez veral 


"ip temporary reſide! 
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: 1 being green e the 1 . 


nity, may be ſuſpected to have been itſelf 
antiquity ; a ſfappo= 
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may be ee a e to a a Three- 3 


fold Godhead pg exiſting 


Divine, Heavenly, Triune Eſſence, chongh thor 


of the indigeſtible teriets of fond orthodox 
ſublime indeed in elevating human nature, 


but ſurely not leſs debaſing, if the teleſcope ; 


is reverſed. - And I hope it may be per- 


mitted me to point out to the reader's con- 
ſideration, the ſmallneſs, not to ſay in- 
ſignificance, of che earth in the ſcale of the 


creation, as an objection both to the or- 


thodox and Arian ſchemes calculated to 


produce pride and ſelf-importan 
mankind. 1 mean, if 


in d 
according to the 
Arian ſcheme, Jeſus Chriſt is ſuppoſed to 


have effected the creation of the earth 1 
only. Indeed were it /apprehet Y 


ration exterided to alt the planets 5 
ce in them all, ſeem, 


to have been required by the Arian ſcheme.” . 
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This is a very goo 


thinking that perſons of tende 


barity of mankind, on the one part, and 


ingratitude damping the pleaſure of cha. 
rity, on the other, conſidered; cannot, 


and ought not to, find the preſent world 
a place of happineſs or of peace; and in 


my opinion, careleſs ſhallow merriment is 
a worthleſs character. What truly hu- 
mane perſon is not continually ſhocked 5 
with the hiſtory of the world and with its 


preſent ſtate? Hope is indeed ſomething 


to all, and eſpecially to Chriſtians: but 


how is even the proſpect of religious fu- 


turity croſſed and thwarted by the con- 
ſideration of the endleſs progreſs of all 
| ſorts of wickedneſs and miſery! and of what 


will become of the wretches with which 
the world abounds? How far muſt a man 
3⁰ before he ſees a better rich man than 
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religion „ kloked 0 out e tof Dh by the wealthy 
and great, and too often even by the learn- 
end. If men had any religion, and withal 
a belief of the eternity of future puniſh- | 
ments, and beheld, inſtead of all, one con- 
demned to the fate of Dives, would not 

that ohject alone, damp and deſtroy the 
pleaſant ſurvey of the creation, and indeed 
Plunge all perſons almoſt into fearful deſ- 
pair, and annihilate mankind, by putting a 
ſtop to the affairs of the world? ſo that 
proving too much would undo all, and, ac- 

cording to Dr. Blair, abet the wheels of 
the . 


Ls none can 3 the a of the 
eee ; I am ſometimes inclined to wiſh 
that the wicked, a d ſuch worthleſs cha- 
racters as Dives, may be annihilated; and 
that thus the good may at length enjoy + 
happineſs and peace, unalloyed by the re- 
membrance and thoughts of vile and wick- 
eld objects; a notion indeed not perhaps 
inconſiſtent with the text: For many are 
called, en; few ne 
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malignancy of that evil 
t in his. breaſt” And. 
wy muc 5 ſoever this opinion "0 
exploded, I think the appearance of t = 
conſiderably indicative of it, and that Mrs. © 
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5 Sn ty"; erect); in its genere, 13 
How infernal is the predominant ſpirit of 


the world that aggravates the miſery of 


te unfortunate with ſupercilious haugh- bw 
tineſs, contempt, and inſolence! Of ty. 


8 Ons 


rants, one fool-politician ſays, that the 
| right of kings is divine; another, that go- 
vernments were a compact between the ſo- 

vereign and the people. But who, that 


bas read a page of hiſtory, knows not that 


all dominions originated in fraud, treach- 
ery, and violence? diabolic, rather than di- 
vine! However Britons now contend, that 
the line down which the ſovereigns of Bri- 
tain trace their deſcent, is an exception; that 
8 Hengiſts crown was tarniſhed with no ſcar- 
let crimg. And as to Edward the Third's, 
| and more clearly Henry the Fifth's, and ſtill 
more ſo, George the Firſt's, claims to tl j 5 
crown of France; nobody can ſuppoſe b 
that, without the ſalique law, other 68. 
ſcendents of female offspring would have 
: intercepted | "Edward's right, within no 
| bee of time; ; "ard thus it was not 
quite 


quite jut | repeat N | 
with blood to ehforce 4 claim N 
Hiſtorians are blind. 1 1196 


When one conſiders of what materials 
| mankind! are now. compoſed, he is 
to think them really degenerated from 
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inclined 


Aber they were formerly: but recollecting 
the direction of che ancient philoſopher, 


To ſearch for an bone man with a lantern at 


 00n, he is willing to rectify his opinion, by 


| 4uppoling that N hade always been the 


Nievertheleſs, this an gelic h 1ypotheſis 3 ; 
ae g to which, when Satan is termed 
Jord of the air, by the air may be under - 
ſtood the earth's atmoſphere:; is in fact a 


comfortable one, from its affording reaſon 


to hope that this world may be but the 
* the neceſſary jakes of the univerſe; 
and that, though there ſhould not be more 
than one in a million of the fallen creatures 
now reptiles of the earth, reclaimed and 
virtuous, all, the reſt, nay the whole of 
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N as weak as 1 
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ble in the ſcale of beings, in compariſon. * 

| thoſe with which the lumen of 32 en 
are nroiſhed. 1 5 
by « „With our . * 3 gp 
tween learning and piety was held ſacred 
nds inviolable ; and even at. preſent, the 
truth of the principle which eſtimates the 775 
knowledge and genius of any character by 
his profligacy and irreligion, may, I appre- 
hend, admit of ſome diſpute, is a fine 
irony; and this is indeed an excellent diſ- 
courſe ; e and OOTY . 
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JF, by. came accident, thy birth had 
been concealed, thou wouldeſt not 
have been in any W the better for it; 


and, bred upon a mountain, the commoneſt 


peaſant wou. have been on an e 
with thee.” 
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limited portion og happineſs 
which we are capable of attaining 
in this life, not leſs than the ſhortneſs 5 
"life itſelf, ſeems to afford a preſumption.” — 

Would not ſeems, be more clearneſs 
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1 N ce He N his lend wat" companions 
I Qeferted; and be himſelf alone in the 
hands of an enraged multitude” be ſhould, 


Think, be |Expunged. © . 19 


* 5 ee Ir (common treating) « jg in n general 
intended to give an air of boldneſs and 
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courage; or elſe to fill up the vacancies of 
converſation, where there is a barrenneſs of 
Anderſtanding, to ſubſtitute words in the 
5 2 55 of ideas, is a very juſt obſervation. * a 
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ME college of ſcribes is generally 
; ſuppoſed to have ſucceeded the col- - 
. 180 of prophets, in which all the youth 
= deſtined for the ſacred miniſtry were edu- 
agazgcted.“— Here it ſeems uncertain, whe- 
410 | ther which is the relative of the college of 
ſcribes, or the college of prophets. 
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If uſing its ſemblance to evil purpoſes'= |} 

And, according to an excellent obſervation, '-- 7" 

pays a Uibüte to virtue. And even the  . a8 
audacious profligate, as our author has Ter 
marked, is ſometimes compelled to play „ 


the bypoerite; to put on the habit 5 
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In<lIt requires no great exertion to row” 4 
frain from ſin at firſt: but -when once en; «> 
aged, it is a ſinking ſtate, and requires 
mighty force to extricate us, It might 5 
have been but when once we. are engaged in it, 


it is a. ſinking ſtate, and mghy 1 ts required 
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tranſlation, it is ubere. 5 BD . 
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« If the miniſters of the Goſpel? are no 
at this day poſſeſſed of adyantages equiva- 
lent to thoſe of the firſt profeſſors of our 
faith ; if they cannot raiſe the. dead, heal 
the ſick, cauſe the deaf to hear, or the 
dumb to ſpeak” — I apprehend, that a per- 
Jon who in theſe days could do ſo, would | 
be maligned and hated as much. as were 


the diſciples, and Chriſt himſelf. - 
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N apprehended mortification, which 
yet by ſome c 
place, renders it prudent that 1 ſhould loſe 
a limb: thi is, without WR 7 dhe ba- 
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dee pain,” is a RE bs Ma kt, 
and hardly orthodox: as I think it is uſu- 
ay ere that the likeneſs to himſelf 


in a formed A 
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Whatever racks and diſorders moſt the 
inn frame, muſt weaken moſt the ſyf⸗ 
tem; muſt leave the worſt effects, and 
diſpoſe it moſt to the attacks of diſeaſe 


This I cannot avoid thinkin g 2 reaſon for 
adopting corrected opiates in the gout, 
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| tho ough contrary to orthodox practice — — „ 
| Theſe truly practical diſcourſes, ark 4 


good example to the rules laid down 
in the inſtructive introductory preface; 
and polleſs a diſcrimination, clearneſs, and. 
integrity, that come home both to mens 
heads and hearts, with which the author 
ſeems Peculiarly acquainted. n | 
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blaſphemy, has rendered the text W 
of the firſt ſermon (Thou ſhalt love the ; 
Lord thy God with all thy beart, and with: al! 
'K ſoul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
ſtrength. This is the firſt commandment „ 
kind of amplification of the firſt precept 3 
the decalogue, matter of delicate eompli- 
| ance. In this diſcourſe, there is ſome novelty - 
of ſentiment. reſpecting this love F God, 5 
which his lordſhip informs us ought 1 not to _ 
be a mere frigid oontemplation, nor yet an 4 5 
affection combined and confounded w iti 
earthly paſſion, as both Methodiſts and fxa——- 
piſts fooliſhly and impioyſly deſcribe it by ä 
equivocal expreſſions and double entendre. 
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pots as, „He- (a: yan — 5 it a 
cerely examines the Sale « finds in 
it a religion, pure, holy, and benevolent, 
as the God that gave it. He finds not _ 
only its moral precepts, but even its ſublimeſt | £ 
' myſteries, calculated to promote, internal 
fanRtity, vital piety, univerſal philanthropy. 5 
He finds it throughout % great and noble, 
"1 + M9 congenial to the fineſt feelings and moſt 
generous ſentiments of his ſoul, that he 
cannot but wiſh it may be true; and never 
; yet, 1 believe, did any good man "wiſh it 
to > be true, but he | actually | found it o. 


Query, was great and noble ſoever the 
exaltation of man to God, according to the 
fond interpretation of many, may appear 
on the human ſide, query, whether it may 
not appear debaſing to the Divine Being? 
and query, how likely profound conde- 
ſcenſion is to ameliorate hardened con- 
temptuous ſinners. As to © never yet, I 

a did 9, good. man wiſh it to be 
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were worms, s as Re are to man, 


to boaſt of their equality with him; for 1 
believe, that the ima ginations foſtered 'by 


prepoſterous and blaſphemous pride, in 
the hearts of ſome men, rife to a pitch in- 


: credible to the wiſe and bumble—I am 
very much inclined to think that the 
human race, inſtead 'of conſidering the 


idea as © great and noble,” would deem it 
an impudent indignity and affront, More- 
over, it is not unnatural, when once the 

' Deity and mankind are brought to a level, 
for "RE and the Devil to confound 2 9 


and N affections. 
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common ſenſe, which ſome men, his lordſhip 
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cation of diſbelief, if it is ſincere; Were it 
not for this apparent retraction, this would 


have been a good and candid diſcourſe | 
throughout. His lordſhip's ſatire ances. 


on a certain Socinian doctor, who, had he 


more wiſely, or rather leſs fooliſhly; a little 


| ſuppreſſed: the latitude of his ſentiments 
towards the biſhops, would have even then 
found the chins of that reverend body 1 too 
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hear men pleading cnn in ex- 
daſs for their wickedneſs, and throwing all 
the blame of their vices on the ſtrength of 


paſſion, or the violence of temptation ? 


And what is this, but t to ſay, i in other words, 6 
that ey" are ng Y God? & MO. 


BY Fo „ | Lapprebend. 


1 eee | the 8 of h 


0 be of a complicated conſiſtence, not en- 
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tirely the immediate work of God; and 


that it is far- fetched to deem mens plea of 


their conſtitutional bias as a tem ptation by 
God. Does not temptation bear a tem- 


porary Or local meaning, as 1 as when We ſay, 


Lead us not into temptation. iT hough there 


is much truth in this: diſcourſe, it is hard 


indeed to lay to t the charge of thoſe, Who 


complain of their. conſtitutions,” that they, 


accuſe God, the moſt impious outrage of 


fanatics. Whitfield once began a diſcourſe. 


_ thus: Perhaps, faid he, you don't know 


that God keeps a great dog. . Yes, adds, he, : 
and by him it is that mankind are Wren 
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tion, whether the ſoul is material or imma- 


terial, it may be reaſonably preſumed that | 


it is of a kind different from corporeal mat- 


ter: but of what nature it is, thoſe who 
conſider the boundleſſneſs of the univerſe, 


and the infinite varieties of all things, and 


the unknown relations that may ſubſiſt, will 
be ſlow to pronounce, whilſt they are 


cy with the conſtitution and eſ- 
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tion cannot er ih ee refult' g 


to a ſyſtem of organized matter, ſuch 
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be depended on that God has erected the 


ane chef ? as otherwiſe the 
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life by a capricious power? As to the queſ- 
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: | fom ignorant, that, excluſive, of his eee 

5 $ dictions, he was a n aterialiſt; and moſt 
FM divines ſeem to forget, that both he and Sir 
3 Iſaac Newton ; were heterodox. Locke's 
* |- -  Reaſonableneſs of Chri iftianity is. . r 
mentioned by thoſe who. ſeem determined 
to have all ab writers and ereſermegtzon 
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and body) « preſerving. its own powers and 
attributes diſtinct, yet acting in perfect con- 
cord and harmony with each other“ This 
ſhould perhaps be underſiood with fome re- 
en | | 
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9 an objection, ſimilar to that I made at page 
106 I am ſomætimes inelined to queſtion 


the latter part of this orthodox opinion, 


8 which doubt the reſervedneſs of revelation 


perhaps countenances. According to hu- 


man practice, connected indeed with neceſ- 
ſity, rogues, how much greater ſoever are 
Permitted to live, are hanged- out of the 


way; and we cannot ſay, that it would E T 185 


derogatory to the mercy and wiſdom of 
God to expunge knaves and fools from the 
face of eternity. That the body! is not 
: phyſically annihilated + by death“ —has by 
Hume, 1 in his poſthumous works, been per- 
verted to the ſuppoſition of the mortality of 
' the ſoul, which 1 have endeavoured elſe- 
where to confute, as involving that of 9 0 
1 beep whatever. - 
In this, e no ee ac- 
quaintance, with philoſophical and meta- 
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Gator, ſo greatly commended | 
by his Lordſhip, i is not original. To ſearch 


no higher, the idea is urged in Dr. Thomas 
Burnet's elevated Treatiſe on the Slate f 
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that the mighty ſoul of a Newton ſhould 
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inſect that crawls upon the ground: is 


taking for 3 that _ nnn. are 
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| though the. future conſtantly deceives us; 
we continue graſping at diſtant happineſs, 


though it always eſcapes out of our hands; 


Fs, and go onto the very end, preſſing forwards © 
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þ AGE 148. 6 We 8 in that _ | 
2 active principle within us, Which has 5 
every imaginable appearance of being diſ- 
tinct from the body, immaterial, indiſcerpti- 
ble, and indiſſoluble. '—Here indi 9 if 
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b a 5 . words, U the. 50% that 1 
periſh, in ſcripture. But will his Lordſhip 
ched expreſſion for pro- 
nouncing the ſentient quality of brutes 
mortal, a thing as irreconcilable with the | 
juſtice of God, as the mortality of the ſouls 


of men? Will a gracious God, whoſe Provi- 


dence is over all his wor ks and creatures what- 
ſoever, ſuffer innocent animals to be ſubject 
to the outrages of tyrant men, which ſome 


kinds eſpecially. experience, whilſt others 
live in pleaſure or luxury; . without any re- 


compenſe here or hereafter? An opinion | 
that unhinges the powerful rhetoric of theſe 
three diſcourſes, which are a fine amplificas 


tion of Butler 8 neee, 


83 . No What now „ ſhall we e to | 
this remarkable fact, this ſingular Pheno- 


menon in the hiſtory of the human mind.“ 


The happy effect, his Lordſhip means, of 15 


0 on he manners of mankind.” 
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that otherwiſe the uncertainty itſelf of the 
heathens afforded them a, more ample and 


- difintereſted field of trial and probation. - 


And if their opinions were erroneous ; ſtill, 


55 on the ſuppoſition that falſe belief is now, 
in the days of Jight, more criminal, their 


condemnation will probably be ſmaller. A 


: melancholy thing it is,” that the ſolution of 


all honeſty into fallacious appearances, and 


of all religion into decent nothingneſs, 


of the world. And ſuch is mankind, that 


a latitude of confident philanthropy is im- 
practicable, as our Saviour, it might be ſaid, 
experienced: and if men believe half of 


the goſpel, as, ſince making the former part 


ths Lordſhip; it is to be feared, that, infatuated 
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of this remark, I find, acknowledged by his 


with pride and grandeur, they in general 
hate the whole, and that as thoſe who par- 
take of the ſacrament of Chriſt unworthily, 
Injure, inſtead of benefiting themſelves 
thereby, ſo it is to be feared that revelation 


will e a curſe, inſtead of a bleſſing, to 
thole 


for as to the all- ufficiency of the mochanifin - 
of popery, or of the faith of methodiſm, 
they can blind no perſons of common _ 
but th oſe who chooſe * ſhut their e 
2 little 4 ig be W e that 
4 they, the natural evidences of a future 
Nate, amount to nothing more than great 
probability.” But if the exiſtence of a power- 
ful God is taken for granted on natural 
proofs, then a future ſiate, both of men and 
brutes, let me ſay, ſeems certain, on the 
gromide of his Juſtice and goodneſs, | 
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rious paſſa ges of ſeripture, expreſſed 


10 his concern even for irrational creatures, - 


and has declared more. eſpecially, in the 


moſt explicit terms, that the reſt of the 


fabbath'was meant for our caitle and our Fer- 
vunts as well as for ourſelves.” See my 


remark concerning | brutes, ; n VII. 
which, however, are not totally M ir tional. 
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lady, made routs on Suridays: glorious i in- | 
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; polite WE. 1880 hoop. your 1. . 


AGE 229. « It is 7) toc conceive dn 


how exceedingly they” (the Athenian 
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rangues. Not but that he was excellently | 
ſkilled in rhetoric, i in which a famil 
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and believed by others of conſiderable au- 
thority, that, finding the people of that 
Country (China) © exceedingly ſeandal 
\_- ied at the doctrine of a crucified . Re- 
deͤeemer, they thought it Na e to "ord 
that Chriſt was ever crucified.” 53 
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| bined with fortitude, St. Paul, to go novo 


1 was by no means a ſtranger, and . 5 
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ly, or indirectly, prevent the "extenſion 
to its ancient 
A ies, 2 thus endeavour to thwart 
S Of ſeripture, that all na- 

tions ſhall become one fold under Jeſus 
Chriſt? Are ſuch practices juſtifiable on 
the plea of petty reſentments, 3 
conſiderations, and n polley? . 
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Ws one extreme uſuall y follows 8 


to as according to the text of this ſermon, | : 
our Saviour, at his firſt advent, brought 5 


ſword ; ſo it is reaſonable as well as rp. 


.tural to believe that, at his ſecond, -he Will 


bring peace indeed, the ſubject, I perceive, 
of the following diſcourſe, in which, what- 
ever is faid of actual peace and good-will 


muſt, Tapprehend, be referred to the ſe- 


-cond advent ; a diſtinction which, were not 


divines tenacious of inconſiſtency and con- 
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of the earth was laid, the ſacred wri- 
us-* that the morning 
together, and all the ſons of God ſhouted 
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Page 302, 903. and moſt 
important ſenſe in which our lord may be 
ſaid to have brought us peace, was, by tak- 
ing u ' him the fins of the world, and 
thereby making our peace with God; and, in 
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ch the world could not give. He 
ce, 181 the apoſtle,” c that 
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3 155 pPreſſons of is and the like import are ſo 
. | frequent in ſeripture, that is impoſſible for 


tte moſt ingenious criticiſm to elude their 

force. They evidently prove, that the 

Peace which our Saviour brought on 

3 earth, was, in its primary acceptation, 
of a ſpiritual nature; that when we were 
at enmity with God, our peace was made 
vith him by the death of his ſon; that 1 
gave himſelf for us, an offering and a ſa- 

_ wo crifioe to God and that this is the chief ; 7 
|. point of view in Which his divine wien | 
tei conſidered 1 in ſoripture.” e 
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1 truſt that hs Jordſhip does not mean a” 
"le in the application of texts. But I 
conceive that the obvious, natural, and 
proper meaning of the peace which our 
ue will, good Chriſtians alt, event= 
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"= phi Peace 5 ha I Buch is 
idea generally, I preſume, and naturally ar an- 
nexed to the idea of the conſummation of 
- the office of the Meſſiah, but ſuch as none 
can ſurely 1 imagine to have yet taken place. 
1 here is nothing (the pertinacity of of di- 
vines obliges- rational candid inquirers to 
"1 ly: that hurts the cauſe of religion 
more, than laying on its ſhoulders more 
than it can bear, and thereby crippling it. 
Certainly it cannot be incumbent on them 
to prove that which does not exiſt; and 
happy indeed would it be, were the time ar- 
rived that they might actually hail the world 
with, On earib peace, goad-will towards men! 
which was, experience makes it. evident, no 
2ecy concerning, pro- 
bably, a new heaven and a new earth, an 5 
Hypotheſis that by no means annuls that 
comfortable and ſublime annunciation. Ne- 
vercheleſs his lordſhi p (page 06) aſſerts, 
her 0 I n not N in a e ſenſe, 
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it 1s true of him,” ſays he, in a temporal RY 
meaning alſo.” er 1 will not ee Hg de- 
ny, but m it b 
| Htitude, e ly: as it e forecat 5 
| paſſages in theſe diſcourſes themſelves, the 
neceſſary conſequence of blending- bigotry | 
with candor, and confounds effects which 
do not exiſt, with the mere tendency of our 
_ Saviour's precept and his own example. 
Why would his lordſhip weaken his cauſe | 
by a vulgar attempt to prove too much? 
VT; was he not ſatisfied with affirming 
that the tree of life is re planted, but that 
it has not yet blown, much les produced 

| Heſperian fruit ? To mention but one mo- 
dification of modern Chriſtian manners, 
Auelling. unknown among the ancients, 
and infinitely degraded from the noble and 
worthy ſpirit of chivalry, into a ſpecies of 
honourable ſavageneſs, far different from 
_ patience and humility ; e, where is to 
be found this peaceful happineſs on earth? 
this warm blood of benevolence, and milk 
x + e except.” in the addled 
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 barbarous world, that invades within- ine 
an hoſt of Anti- Chriſtian qualities, a juſt or 
unjuſt one? if it is unjuſt, let this remark 
go for nothing. As to the ancient uſage | 
of ſlaves, God grant that 
oon no parallel in modern times ſo ſmooth- 
y depicted by his lordſhip, whoſe own 2 
manity in this" inſtance” is ſo conſpicuous, 
| whilſt the efforts of adminiſtration therein, 
Palliates at leaſt its countenance of the 
Turks, under whoſe deſpotiſm ſo large 
part of Chriſtendom, perhaps for its ſins, 
es proſtrate, and by whom it has been al- 
ready twice, and may be again threatened 
to be extir pated; and with the endeavour to 
- aboliſh ſlavery, donations to the poor, one 
Ipecies of charity. however ſophiſtic, ſa 
frequent in this age, ought in juſtice to be 
| noticed, to its honour. | * the Way; query, 
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manner make in W own GIN what | 
ws. they pleaſe in many cr 
by their aſſumed — powers 
ded to thoſe with which they are 

time to time really inveſted by the le- 
giſlature, are making large ſtrides towards 
the ſu wenden 1 Toon gies theor 3 of whe _ 
Won, | > eee ee ee PIRIE Tet} 


— 
L * 
1 5 ; : « * 
5 0 * 93 LF. | e * * 3%: Fes £. 28 * 1 
1 * 4 b 2 * 7 5 : : F 8 D 4 + ; 4 * * 
* r F . * 1 2 4 4 ASS 1 2 8 & * 
: * 1 * . * . . 7 


I here that it was at leaſt liſtened to. 
in the Houſe of Commons, that a diſ- 
cretiofiary power ſhould be given to Jul- ” 
tices of the peace, in enforcing the act to 
preſerve trees, &c. whence it would come 
to paſs, that thoſe of gentlemen, „and of 

thoſe who ſhould acquire the favour of 

gentlemen, would indeed be protected. 
Who is ignorant « of the practices reſpect- 
ing mitigation in ſmuggling? ? and W) 
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(che late Lord Cheſterfield's letters) „ is 
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connections without fr 
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and her allies, the Ch 


Fa 4 *, 


85 
Do 


thirteenth ſermon. It is, how- 


ſtrained repreſentations reduce. 


$ 


5 


1 = 


” certain circumſtances, and on certain oc 
fions, allowable ; why may not another claim 
the like indulgence for anger, pride, 


tion, or revenge, and rank tbem alſo in. the 
of genteel and reputable vices?” Are 
not ſo ranked, andinveterately? 
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At all events, Britons, amon; 
hs and generoſity have been Pro- 
nounced to abide, will have an opp 
of teſtifying whether they deſerve the ap- 
tion, by marking thoſe.whoz; through . 


vile ſelf-intereſt or - ſiniſter views, 
| me the advocates: 5 the moſt in- 
famous traffic ever heard of, whether in : 
'  the-oppreſſive treatment of fellow beings 
When enſlaved, or the barbarity of main- 
taining civil wars iri Africa, and keeping 
the {word for ever we oi; © 
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by 3 Judas, and 
the Jews, though St. John had at firſt, .Þ 
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| Kring, s 
tions on his. account after his death; in 
they were imitated by Arch biſhop. | | 
Cranmer, with a reſolution ſuitable to no- 
thing leſs than ſome miraculous energy act- 
ing by a kind of revulſion. The repeated 
obſervation of the Evangeliſts, of various 
circumſtances occurring, that the ſcriptures 
might be fulfilled, ſeems wonde lly veri- 
fied. Had not Jeſus been deſerted, the pro- 
Pheſy that he ſhould be led, like a lamb, to - 
the ſlaughter, and open not his mouth, 
could not have been accompliſhed ; a reaſon 
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| crimes may be, in ſome. meaſure, to teach 
them, and thoſe may imitate him inwicked- 
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| -ERE there. not. many with — 

Y were he not to be recognized after 
he commiſſion of a. crime, what muſt be 
the ſtate of thoſe who are conſcious of hav- 5 
ing once offended him? A ſtate of 2 
melancholy, or outrageous deſperation; 3 
diſmal wearineſs of life, and inexpreſſible 
agonies at the thought of death; for what | 
- affright or affliction could equal the hor- 


moment to fall into the hands of implac- 


ot happily agree with there is mercy with 
70d, therefore be Hall be feared, quoted i in 
this diſcourſe. 
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e 14 no man imagine that he may ins 5 
dulge his malice, his avarice, or his ambi- 
tion, at the expence of others; that he 
may raiſe himſelf to wealth and honour by 
the breach of every law of Heaven and 


Earth, then retire laden with the plun- 


taſtic penances, or falſe devotion, and by 
his compliance with dhe external duties of 
5 religion, atone for withholding what he has 
torn away from the lawful poſſeſſor by rapine 
and extortion ; let him not flatter kimſolf 
with falſe perſuaſions, that prayer and mor- 
tification can alter the great and invariable 
rules of reaſon and juſtice, Let him not think 


that he can acquire a right to keep what 
he had no right to take away, or that fre- 
quent proſtrations before God will juſtif7 
his perſeverance in oppreſſing men. Let 
him be aſfured, chat his preſence profanes 
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3 of theſe nates it may, without: un ö 
Po ” | iritable cenſure, be affirmed, that they 
. have ſecured their innocence, by the loſs of 
kheir virtue; that to avoid the commiſſion of 
ſome faults, they have made many duties 
impracticable; and that leſt they ſhould do 
what they onght not to do, they leave much 
undone which they ought to do. They muſt | 
however be allowed, to expreſs a juſt ſenſe 
of the dangers with which we are ſurs 
"rounded, and a ſtrong conviction of the 
0 vigilance neceſſary to e ſalvation; and, 
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it is our buſineſs to avoid their errours, 
and imitate their piety —is a r Hy 
ſurcharged with juſt and fine remark; 
being true that virtue itſelf, of the poſi- 
tive kind, is impraQticable without 88 
action. What ee follows, is an 
„ e det e 
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ttempt 0 Pet we "OR praying days! that * 

7 an habitual ſenſe of devotion, with living 
in, or rather not out of, the world, and to | 
a; the ubſtitute- of | a an kg f 
. mediiin. | 


e IfN et is. a man 1 85 whoſe font; A 
rice or ambition have complete poſſeſſion, 
and who places his hope in riches or ad- 
vancement, he will be employed in. bargains, 
or in ſchemes, and makes no excurſions into 
remote futurity, nor conſiders the time in 
which the rich and the poor lie down to- 
| gether ; when all temporal adyantages ſhall 
forſake him, and he ſhall appear before the 
ſupreme tribunal of eternal Juſtice” is 
AN rg and ee alarm- 7 80 
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— MAN once Warten in e 

Lies inveterate avarice, is ſcarcely to 

be conſidered: as any longer human; nor is 

pe 388 that any e can be 
5 K 2 „ made 
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Wo ; paſſion. can be awakened in dach ee 
8 only by the operation of 4 D g 


vine Grace, | 


and muſt be the effect of 4 miracle, like 
that which turned the dry rock into a 
ſpringing well. Let eve 

ders this ſtate of obdurate wickednels, that 
is truck with horrour at the mention of a 
man void of pity, that feels reſentment at 
the name of oppreſſion, and melts with 


y one that conſi- 


ſorrow at the voice of miſery, remember 
that thoſe who have now loſt all theſe ſen- 
_ timents, were originally formed with paſ- 
ſions, and inſtincts, and reaſon, like his 
"own: let him reflect, that he, who now 
| ſtands moſt firmly, may fall by negligence, 
and that negligence arifes from ſecurity,” 


This is very excellent. To ſee the cauſtic 


of wit and power of ridicule applied to 
brutes in human ſhapes, is very grateful; 

and completely ſo from the _ of Dr. 
Johnſon, who could be perſuaded by a tale, 
- fiftitious or real, to part with the only half 
guinea he had in the world. If there Are 
"new en in thele dikes 2uFles 
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> bung 9 5 whillt the reader is ee 
that they are the production of a union of 
a powerful unde tat 
ft aten a b een yy” 
Ha If any man, in ths been of his oh 
| favours, finds the deſire of engaging grati- 
7 tude, or gaining affection, to predominate, 


dit g. with conſummate > 


in his mind; if he finds his benevolence 


_ weakened, by obſerving that his favours 
are forgotten, and that thoſe whom he has 
moſt ſtudiouſly benefited, are often leaſt 
_ zealous for his ſervice, he ought to remem- 
ber, that he is not acting upon the pro-— 

motives of charity. For true cha- 
rity ariſes from faith in the promiſes of God, 
and expects rewards only in a future ſtate. _ 

To hope for our recompence in this life, is 
not beneficence, but uſury”—are exalted _ 
ſentiments. Nevertheleſs, ingratitude is very 
pungent to ordinary fleſh and blood, not 
only in the view of kindneſs abuſed, but 
painful in that of the pravity of mankind. 

There is a medium in all things, beyond 5 
en is n or e 1 1 
. Ru think The: 
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b think that/; a Wie © nts: will at leaſth 4 * 
care not to injure himſelf, by affording an 
opportunity to any to be oſten bee © 

' to him, and to ſharpen the ſlings of adver- 

e. ſhould it be his lot to | 
ferer himſelf through ill- udged munifi- 
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dome a ſuf- 


cence. Such boundleſs philanthropy was 


the charaRteriſtic of only our Saviour him- 
ſelf, and even he was not wanting in ſevere 
reprehenſion of baſeneſs. If black ingra- 
titude contains within its womb every thing 
ttat is odious, why ſhould he who is 
1 guilty of it, be reſcued from the fate 
he deſerves, more than the plunderer of 
others property, from the rope? Is not 


tenderneſs for the vileſt of miſcreants weak- 


neſs inſtead of virtue; and are not our feel- 
ings and common ſenſe to bear an influence 
in all things? Is it not as eaſy to unite | 
reaſon with madneſs, as not to abhor that 
which is deteſtable; and are kindneſs and 
| abhorrence cam patinles d 


Te o the — e Ef ſcripture, were it not 


; impotent thus to ſpeak, it is obſervable that 
fine as is Troquently 4 the author's own lan- 


_ guage 


"the bel op for it : th e of 
dieatb ſball compaſs - bim about is an expreſſion; 
| ſupremely pictureſque and " Proveanlinjater' — 8 
Johnſon had an excellent facult | 5 
8 eee un fepplicity... 
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ul; ge leaſt as far to ſee the repreo ß, 
bater of that divine virtue, the rich oppreſ . 
ſor hanged, as I would to ſee the eee : 
on a GAGA eee. 0 
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«TFT 3 that 4: is ee to 8 
J. no property, than to be in „„ 
e eee of fraudulent artifices, or 
: open invaſions; and that the ſecurity arif- 
ing from a regular adminiſtration. of go- 
vernment, is not equal to that which is 
produced by A abſence of ambition, envy, 
and diſcontent.” Even this oapricious * 8 
ſertion contains en Certain it is that a 
an, intent on n things of a higher mod, 
K L e will 


Bo Lis fuch are nine | tenths of 
eee after wards N 


1 3 upon 7 7 5 f 
e 75 Selen eg of our jane ; 
ns ſhould __—_— roms mann of our 
ane e or injuries, to which we 3 
are ſubject; the violence of our paſſions, 
© the irregularity of our conduct, and the 
_ tranſitory ſtate of every thing about us, 
- would hardly believe there could be among 
us ſuch a vice as pride, or that any human 
being ſhould need to be cautioned againſt 
being too much elated with his preſent 
ſtate.” Such a being wel * mare 1985 
to exclaim 5 | 


' 146 WY Shield me from you Ys of a e 


>. 


e Wey will o come, it will come adds; ; 
when it ſhall profit us more to have ſub- 
* dued'oneproud thought, than to have num- 
bered the hoſt of heaven”—is very fine, but 
contains a ye” eu which ore: a 
- Will be aſhamed. e 
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ed out by the 
, fay, thus far: 
Tn nn no key but that of 


A apa e he cole up to the 
neck in mud, to the deſtruction of their 
horſes and carriages; than be at the coſt of a 
turnpike. The text of this ſeventh ſermon, 
_ theſubjet of which is orthodoxy, is 
Jeremiah vi. 16. Thus, , ſaith the Lord. 
he in the ways and ſee, and aſh for the old paths, 


— is Gm ys way, and walk Herein, and 


reſt for your But i. 2 Jai, 
8 > will not walk therein. "On which occurs 
the queſtion, what is to be unde 
thing to 8 the queiti. 
primitive doct ines? Certain it is, that it 
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= was but PREY or 155 en at At bana - 
8 ſian or Arian ſhould have been deemed the 
1 good old path; aid that one part .of- man- 
” kind would ſay that Judaiſm, another that 
Peopery, another that the moderate, but 


4 worn Church of England, another that 
bie Kirk of Scotland, &. are reſpectivelyß 
the good old way. Johnſon termed his fa- 
ther an old, if not the good old bookſeller. 
His words, „If we fo: bear to enquire; 
through lazineſs or pride, might, in the opi- 
nion of ſome perſons, be not unfairly applied 
to thoſe who at their eaſe deem a good piece 
of preferment a very ſubſtantial anſwer to 
ſectaries. If beggars, and ignorant and 
headſtrong fanatics, fool , hypocrites, vil- | 
lains, and banditti, mix with ſincere reform- 
ers, and blend miſchief with good, and, in 

the words of Milton, deſtruction with crea- 
tion; it can hardly be admitted as a con- 
cluſive argument, that, to prevent concomi- 
tant evils, all endeavours ought to be uſed 
to check the growth of new doctrines, and 
reclaim thoſe that propagate them, _ ; 
ſects are formed; or ſchiſms eſtabliſhed ;” 
"me etal one fees, 7 ſuch unqualified 
SO een 


1 myſt tend to 155 n 


ameliorations. However, the ee ſays, 0 : 3 


immediately after war ds, that this. is to be 
elected by men tal conviction of the errors 
of innovators, and not by perſecution, to 
5 Which he is very averſe; and ina ſubſequent 
_ diſcourſe, he admits prejudices of education . 
to be. prevalent. Be this as it may, the 
concluſion of the text, wWe will not is Fogg 
in, is, in a general ſenſe, juſtly applicable to 
the froward determined impiety of the pre- 
" ſent age, which profeſſes orthodox obedi- 
ence to faſhion, folly, and irreligion, and 
living without the omnipreſent God in the 
world. As to thoſe who are indifferent to 
2 futurity of everlaſting happineſs or mi- 
ſery, if they bave any excuſe, it is, few per- 
ſons having ſenſe and diſcernment ſufficient 
for vital religion, thejr W nn 
of underſjanding. 1 WY 
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ſmeady practice of religion.” 5 Th B not 
deſtitute of truth. Nevertheleſs, a man 
8 in ſpeculation, whereby his 
mind may withal be prevented from con- 


born. Yet liberty of opinion is that which, 


making off the duſt of bigotry, refines and 


exalts the human mind: however dan ger- 
ous is a ſtorm, a dead calm cannot effect any 


n thing ; : ſo that the poſition of the author, 
A mind, once ſet at eaſe from perplexity 
and perpetual agitation, will return 8 


more vigour to the exerciſe of piety,” 

arguments have generally two ſides, ra 
buy pothetical, eſpecially if it is conſidered 
that pin reſt ab little from ae 


Ring ruſt, may ſtand firm on the baſis 
of religion, by honeſty, virtue, fincerity, 
und piety, as indeed he may whilſt he me- 
chanically conforms to the inſtitutions of . 
the country wherein he happened to be 
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t from heaven, into regions 

ſery,” ſeems a reaſonable and juſt 
Las of the di of the future ſtates of 
the good and wicked, without the favourite 
unciation of everlaſting fire, whi 
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& ſucceſs of another, though it is ne- 
y to true friendſhip,” is perhaps nei- 


- ther very common, nor very eaſy.” This, 

5 however melancholy. is the conſidèration, is 
applicable only to proud and poor minds, 
if the parties are connected by any kind of 


worthy regard; but then it is too true that 
ſuch proud and poor minds are ſuch as in- 


habit the groſs of mankind. A friend of 


an exalted mind will be always ready to 


ſhare his purſe with the man whom he 


eſtèems, and the other will doubly rejoice 


at the proſperity of his friend, which is 
allo his own, and which he is ſure to ſhare 
Viuithout the proſperous perſon! s regarding 
7 himſelf as really ſuperior becauſe richer. 


every good Chriſtian poſſeſſes e a great - 
mind, ſuch friendſhips” would not be fare, 


were not true Chriſtians ſo. Nay, were 


things truly eſtimated, the ballance would 


generally turn in favour of him continuing 
in a low or moderate ſtation, wherein he 


would not be interrupted in the purſuit of 


of 
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firſt volume, bind your bear is, but not gar- 
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ments, therein quoted, is a pointed admo- 


nition. What 18 meant by an eye-ſervant? 
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